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NOTES AND NEWS 



In March, 1906, Mr. James A. Foshay, who for ten years had been 
superintendent of schools in Los Angeles, and to whom is due the credit of 
having built up a remarkable school system under all the difficulties of a 
rapidly growing and shifting population, resigned his position. Dr. E. C. 
Moore, assistant professor of education in the University of California, was 
elected in his place. 

With the advent of a new superintendent, some changes and inno- 
vations were introduced, but so gradually as to produce no confusion or 
friction in the department. In fact, in most cases they appeared simply as 
an outgrowth and development of existing conditions. 

Perhaps the most radical change made was in the method of appointing 
teachers and in the qualifications required. In order to be eligible to election 
under the present rule, the applicant must give evidence of education equiva- 
lent to graduation from a high school and from an accredited normal school. 
The method of examination introduced is that of the competitive test, and 
consists of an oral and a written part. The object of its introduction was to 
do away with the possibility of political influence affecting appointments, 
and has, after a year's trial, proved very successful. The oral examination 
was introduced in order to lend flexibility to the method, giving the examining 
board an opportunity to judge of the important factor of the applicant's 
personal qualifications. The written examination is itself a very practical one, 
consisting of twelve questions on the theory and practice of teaching. 

The plan of appointment, together with the inducement of a 20-per-cent. 



